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MODERN LANGUAGE POLICY – MANDARIN CHINESE
To enable every individual regardless of ability to achieve their full potential, to prepare for future life and to become life long learners, developing a thirst for learning and to become good citizens equipped for the challenges of the 21st century.

Our motto is - It’s fun to learn
The values that underpin this vision can be set out under the following headings.

To Develop An Understanding Of Self

Each child should

· Develop an appreciation and awareness of self

· Become independent learners and thinkers

· Achieve their fullest potential regardless of their ability and gender

· Have high personal expectations of work and behaviour

· Have a positive attitude towards their own learning

· Show a healthy attitude to living an active life through sport and other recreational activities 

To Develop An Understanding Of Relationships

Each child should

· Care for others and oneself

· Show mutual respect and tolerance for spiritual and cultural diversity

· Understand the importance of learning together and working together as a team

To Develop An Understanding Of Society

Each child should endeavour to become

· Good citizens

· Effective and constructive members of the community

· Able to appreciate and celebrate their own and others success

· Valuable members of the school community

To Develop An Understanding Of The Environment

Each child should

· Take an active role in caring for the learning environment of the school

· Be safe and cared for in a stimulating learning environment

· Appreciate and respect the environment of the school

Through exposure to a wide range of teaching and learning experiences, pupils will achieve their full potential as independent, THINKING learners. Relevant, enjoyable and enriching activities will develop their thirst for life-long learning.

As a school our belief is that every child deserves to succeed regardless of his or her ability. 

Learning Is Best Supported When Teachers

· Provide a stimulating environment which enriches learning

· Encourage an active approach to learning in a range of appropriate groupings

· Establish positive relationships based on mutual respect and understanding.

· Have good knowledge and understanding of the subjects

· Plan learning experiences/activities that build upon pupils backgrounds, interests and attainments

· Share learning objectives with pupils

· Observe pupils, listen to them and analyse progression in their learning

· Interact with pupils in order to take their learning forward

· Recognise and praise achievement and use this as the basis for future planning

· Encourage and facilitate ownership of pupils own learning

· Make lessons fun and enjoyable

· Use a variety of teaching styles and multi sensory methods suitable to their learning styles

· Are flexible in their approach

· Have an awareness that children have different learning styles

· Are given an opportunity to improve their own professional development

· Are prepared to take a risk and be innovative

· Promote good citizenship

· Have high expectations of every child in their care

Children Learn Best When They

· Are challenged appropriately with consideration to pace, support and extension

· Feel safe and secure in a caring and supportive environment where getting things wrong is acceptable

· Are stimulated

· Are given opportunities to succeed

· Have high expectations of themselves

· Feel that what they are being taught is relevant to their later life and learning

· Are exposed to a variety of teaching and learning styles

· Are given opportunities to develop confidence and self esteem

· Are given the appropriate inclusive curriculum for all abilities

· Build on previous learning both cross curricular and cross phase

· Are exposed to a variety of stimulating resources

· Are taught by a variety of specialists as appropriate

· Have parents and other members of the community who support them in their learning

· Have access to a variety of learning mediums

· Consider, respect and value others 

Modern Languages is regarded as a compulsory requirement in the Primary School National Curriculum.  From September 2014 all Primary Schools will have been delivering foreign languages to pupils in the Primary phase of their education.

At Secondary School, modern languages are a compulsory part of the National Curriculum, with all pupils from Year 7 onwards being required to study at least one foreign language.

Many children arriving at Secondary School will already have the benefit of some prior language learning, whether through private lessons or time set aside to teaching in Primary School.

In order to offer pupils at Oldfield the very best chance of success in modern language learning, and to prepare them for Secondary School, pupils will currently begin learning Mandarin from EYFS onwards.

Pupils in EYFS will receive 30 minutes teaching per week. The learning will take place in class year groups with pupils being taught by a Chinese Language Assistant (CLA) provided by the British Council alongside the class teacher. Pupils will follow a recognised scheme of learning that  is in sympathy with the National Curriculum for modern languages and according to the vocabulary stipulated in the internationally accredited Youth Chinese Test (YCT) Level 1 qualification should students opt to sit the test before they leave for secondary school. For more information regarding the YCT, please follow the link here: http://english.hanban.org/node_8001.htm
When pupils enter Year 3 they will receive 60 minutes teaching per week. The learning will continue to take place in class year groups with pupils being taught by the CLA alongside their class teacher.  Pupils will continue to follow a recognised scheme that is in sympathy with the National Curriculum for modern languages and the vocabulary listed for YCT Level 1. A full set of vocabulary can be accessed here: https://www.digmandarin.com/yct-1-vocabulary-list.html
Aims

· To provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation through active involvement in realistic situations which helps build confidence, ensures success and continuing motivation in the learning of Mandarin Chinese
· To provide a foundation of the skills that are helpful for learning a foreign language (e.g. analysis, memorising, drawing of inferences, spaced repetition) in addition to those that are helpful for a script language (e.g. visualisation, association, mnemonics)

· To develop the ability to use Mandarin Chinese effectively for purposes of practical communication

· To offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where Mandarin Chinese is spoken
· To encourage positive attitudes to speakers of foreign languages and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations

Pupils Experiences and Activities

It is important that all pupils are able to access modern languages – regardless of ability, age or sex, through a wide range of working situations, teaching methods and experiences.  The teaching and learning that takes place will give equal opportunities to all pupils, including those with special educational needs.  A range of differentiated activities will ensure that all pupils’ needs and interests are matched.

These will include

1. Communicating in the foreign language.

2. Understanding and responding.

3. Developing language learner skills.

4. Developing cultural awareness.

5. Developing the ability to work with others.

6. Developing the ability to work independently.

Opportunities will be given to pupils to speak, listen and respond, read and respond and write in the foreign language. This will happen in whole class, paired, groups and individual teaching and learning situations.  Emphasis will be given to language learning skills e.g. attentive listening, coping strategies, repetition.

Special Education Needs (Including Very Able Pupils)

It is important that equal opportunities are given at an appropriate level to all children.  Some will have special educational needs and it will be necessary to differentiate the curriculum so that the learning activities and experiences can be taught in ways suitable to those needs. 

General language skills can be developed through a new learning experience leading to positive achievement.  Social skills can be increased by providing a new context for communication and interaction, while an awareness of other people, places and cultures can be encouraged.

It is recognised that some pupils will be very able and gifted or may be bilingual in the modern language.  Efforts will be made to ensure that the curriculum has the flexibility to allow accelerated learning access for these pupils.

Record Keeping and Assessment and Reporting

Record Keeping       

Pupils will sometimes record their work in the following ways

· As part of an activity                                                                                                                                                                                                   

· As evidence of understanding and attainment

· As reference

· As evidence of work for a variety of audiences, teachers, parents, peers and display

Methods will include

· Pen and paper

· Oral presentations

· Role-play activities

· Recordings

· Games
· An e-folio
Assessment and Reporting

Assessment and reporting arrangements relate to the attainment targets and take account of the inter-related skills of listening and responding, speaking, reading and responding and writing.

Assessment of the pupils takes place as they progress through the Scheme of Work.  Pupil’s performance is judged by the effectiveness with which they communicate and their ability to respond and show initiative.

Continuous assessment plays a large part in determining which level a pupil has reached.  A pupil must be able to work consistently at the level being assessed in order to achieve it.

Assessment is based on:

· Observation

· Marking completed work
· Tests and assignments

· Pupil’s self assessment sheets

A written report summarising each pupil’s progress will be sent to parents at the end of the academic year.

Resources

	Adaptation of the Swire Chinese Language Centre Oxford Scheme of Work

Posters

Flashcards

Songs

Poems
Tongue Twisters
Artefacts/authentic materials

Chinese character writing grids


	Reading Materials
Chinese Reading Books for learning Chinese as a foreign language
Bilingual Books
Textbooks (e.g. Jinbu 1, Mandarin Made Easy for Kids)


	ICT

BBC Languages website

Interactive videos
Language learning software (e.g. Quizlet, Memrise, Chinese Writer, Pleco, MDBG)

	Audio

Swire Chinese Language Centre Oxford YouTube Channel
Textbook series audio files (e.g. Jinbu 1, Mandarin Made Easy For Kids)



The Role of the Coordinator

The Coordinator for Modern Foreign Languages is Ms J Hellmuth. She will support class teachers with the delivery of Mandarin Chinese and using the school’s scheme of work for Modern Foreign Languages.  She will monitor and evaluate the subject on an ongoing basis.   Class teachers will take responsibility for the overseeing the quality of teaching of Mandarin to pupils through the effective deployment of the Chinese Language Assistant by remaining actively engaged in lessons and learning the language with the children.
The coordinator will ensure that this policy is regularly reviewed and will keep the Headteacher informed about current curriculum issues and Inset priorities.

CURRICULUM MAP FOR Mandarin Chinese
	
	EYFS
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	Autumn 1
	Exploring China

Greetings

	What is your name?
How are you?

The Story of the Mid-Autumn Festival
	Have you eaten yet? – a common Chinese greeting in China
Food and Drink 

Mooncakes
	Chinese Language and Culture

	Happy Birthday!
 
	Telephone

	Chinese Olympics

	Autumn 2
	Exploring the Chinese Language
Christmas in China
	Numbers 0-12

Christmas in China
	Months of the Year

Numbers 0-99
Christmas in China
	The Chinese writing system

Christmas in China
	History of Chinese Characters

	Time for School!

	Work and Play

	Spring 1
	A Chinese Birthday

Numbers 1-5
What is Chinese New Year?
	Animals of the Chinese Zodiac
Chinese New Year – The Great Race
	Chinese Traditional Stories

Chinese New Year – Story of Nian
	The Chinese Pronunciation System (pinyin)
	Chinese Poetry
	Countries, Nationalities & International Cuisine

	Using Technology 

	Spring 2
	Numbers 5-10

Colours and animals following the “Brown bear, brown bear, what do you see?” story
	Pictograms

Chineasy


	Dates and other Festivals

	Chinese Maths
	Family and Friends
	Going Shopping and to the Restaurant

	Brushing up! 

	Summer 1
	Heads, shoulders knees and toes
Snack time in Mandarin
	Introduction to Pinyin

Dragonboat Festival
	Learning the Days of the Week and Food through “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”
	Dates and Days
	Describing People & Animals
	Going to China

	Building an e-folio 

	Summer 2
	Review
	Review
	Review 
	Review
	Review
	YCT Level 1

	End of School Performance
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